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IDENTITY AWARD TO TWO PROJECTS THAT PRESERVE THE
MACANESE MEMORY

The International Institute of Macau decided to grant the 2011 Identity Award, ex-aequo, to “Macanese Families” and to

“Projecto Memoria Macaense”, both electronic homepages, set up and maintained respectively by the Emeritus Prof.

Henrique d'Assumpção and Rogério da Luz.

Many of the participants of the last Meeting of the Macanese Communities had the opportunity to look into the digital

presentation of digital page “Macanese Families” (www.macanesefamilies.com) done by Prof. Henrique António

d'Assumpção, "Quito" for friends.  That site displays the family trees of the Macanese families, enriched with a variety of

information, of cultural and historical nature. This electronic “backbone” will be subject to permanent updating of the

Macanese families’ records, once the relevant information is made available to the administrator of the project.  "There

is more in this site than genealogy: there are articles on Macanese history, culture, cuisine, patuá and even music, and

links to other websites.”   The author of this project simply intends:

to engender a sense of pride in Macanese heritage,

to foster interest in family roots among the newer generations of Macanese,

to help preserve cultural and historical records,

to have the work continue indefinitely into the future.

Considering the wide scope of this initiative that purports to perpetuate the memory of the people and the historical and

cultural legacies of Macau, it  deemed to the IIM to be just and right to pay tribute to this project, created and

maintainedd by Professor Henrique d'Assumpção.

 

With regard to another awardee, “Projecto Memória Macaense” (PMM) –  http://www.memoriamacaense.org

/projectomemoriamacaense -, it was set up in 2003 by Rogério dos Passos Dias da Luz who migrated to Brazil, still

young.  It was one of the first projects of this nature placed at the cyberspace, specially dedicated to Macau.  As the title

suggests, it was "a name given to an independent and personal initiative, aiming, as it implies, at the remembrance of

Macau. To talk about and show images of Macau, with which the author is fully identified with, for his origins, education,

family, school days and friends, as well as the homesickness that burns in his chest and that makes one yearn for those

beautiful days that each Macanese can tell many stories about.

‘PROJECTO MEMÓRIA MACAENSE’ believes that people without memory are people that do no exist, people without

remembrances, are people without feeling. To lead a life without glancing at the past, is to kill the roots that would

sustain the eternity of a people.   It's not what we want the Macanese to be, but to see their existence extended, people

that we do not want to be on a phase of extinction.

We reckon this task falls onto each Macanese and this portal is but one more contribution, in addition to the numerous

initiatives of other Macanese, in Macau and elsewhere."

Since then, the site has ben updated and enriched with photographs of people, places and events, of bygone as well as

the latest happenings, being a true repository of the memory of many people who are from Macau and wanted to keep

themselves connected by the heart.  This year, the IIM decided to equally give due recognition to the “Projecto Memoria

Macaense”, for the work undertaken, through the years, which was done with dedication and unselfishly, becaming a

tool to connect the Macanese people in a network, all over the world.
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Prof. Henrique António d'Assumpção and Rogério dos Passos Dias da Luz

In previous years, since 2003, the IIM had granted this Award to several institutions, namely to the Diocese of Macau,

the Holy House of Mercy of Macau, the University of Macau, etc.,  for their relevant contribution to preserve its identity.
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